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was remembered that when landing from his ship, he had
put his left and not his right foot first on the soil of India.

It must be admitted that his policy was calculated to
aid the influences of destiny. The key of the island of
Salsette was the fortress of Thana. It was an old Moghul
outpost and just as Chester derives its name from " Castrum"
so Thana took its name from the Marathi word "Thanen"
a fortified post. It was essential that a Portuguese viceroy,
who wished to embark on a vigorous foreign policy should
see to it that Thana was impregnable. If Thana could
not be made impregnable, it was wisest not to give offence
to one's neighbours. The Count of Sandomil did indeed
order that Bassein and Salsette island should be fortified
and gave the work to a distinguished engineer Jose Lopes
de Sa. But by the time that the fortifications of Bassein
were finished, the money allotted was exhausted and the
wall round Thana was never completed. Unhappily about
this time the quarrels of Kanhoji Angre's sons seemed to
offer to the Count of Sandomil a chance of extending the
territories of Portugal and of regaining some of her
ancient renown.

Kanhoji Angre had left two legitimate sons Sekhoji
and Sambhaji. As it will be remembered, Sekhoji succeeded
without opposition to his father's honours. When Sekhoji
died in September 1733 his rank and possessions passed
to his legitimate brother Sambhaji. But Kanhoji had also
left four illegitimate sons Yesaji, Manaji, Tulaji and Dhondji.
Early in 1734 Sambhaji planned the capture of Anjanwel
from the Sidis. He took with him his third brother Tulaji.
Yesaji he left behind at Suvarnadurg. He put Dhondji in
charge of Kolaba fort, and to Manaji he entrusted his fleet.
Manaji was ambitious and unscrupulous. He disliked the
subordinate charge assigned to him and offered to cede to
the Count of Sandomil the fortress and lands of Revadanda
not far from Ghaul, in return for Portuguese support.
Unhappily the viceroy had not the strength of mind to
refuse the bribe and promised Manaji a Portuguese con-